Reading Questions from Do You Speak American?

The following questions will serve as the basis for numerous exam #3 questions.  Upwards of 40% of the exam questions may be drawn from these questions.
INTRODUCTION

1. Compare current global significance of American English and British English, and explain why one is more dominant.

2. List four of the five key questions raised in this introductory chapter.

CHAPTERS 1 & 2  

1. Between which groups are the “language wars” being fought?  Define the basic position of each group.  Which group is more “uptight”?

2. Quote Dennis Baron.  Do you believe this is true?

3. To what force does Otto Jespersen believe the resistance of English speakers to prescriptivists comes from?  Explain this in the US context.

4. According to John McWhorter, what did the 1960s do?

5. What did John Simon say on page 18 about changes in English in the past 25 years?  What three factors does he believe is the cause of this?

6. Why does Sheidlower think that prescriptivists are wrong? (p. 20-21)

7. Does Sheidlower believe that English has deteriorated recently?   Why or why not?

8. Why may computers be giving an advantage to descriptivists?

9. What is it about America that promotes so much change?

10.  Compare and contrast dialect diversity in the East with that of the rest of the US.

11.  List and explain two ways that linguists study dialect areas.

12.  What group does Labov argue is responsible for language change?  Explain the roles of and difference between Jocks and Burnouts in linguistics change.

13. List examples of local pride and identity in maximizing linguistic diversity.

CHAPTER 5 HISPANIC IMMIGRATION: RECONQUEST OR ASSIMILATION?

1. An important context of this chapter is the expansion of US territory at the expense of Mexican territory.  Summarize how this expansion happened, pretending you have the perspective of Mexico.

2. The first world war led to a reduction in the use of German and of “Germanness” in the US.  List key examples.

3. Write out the primary question of the chapter (p. 97).

4. List the reasons that Allan Wall wants English to be made the official language.  What is the ethnicity of his wife?

5. Summarize the arguments of Huntington about Mexicans and Mexican Americans, and then the rebuttal of David Brooks, including 3rd generation language use statistics.

6. What did the US English Only organization leader John Tanton recommend that caused many prominent leaders of the movement to resign?

7. What is the meaning of and the historical roots of the “reconquest”.   Summarize its progress in:

a. food

b. language use

c. population
8. Explain why linguist Carmen Fought sees Chicano English as a dialect of English that emerged in a process similar to the way pidgins and creoles develop.
9. Cite Fought’s statistics (p. 112) regarding the question that Latinos are achieving a linguistic reconquest of the United States.  How do her data square (agree) overall with the statistics of the US Census?

10.  Overall, what is the opinion of the author about the answer to #3 above.  Cite two or three lines of the strongest evidence.

CHAPTER 6  BAD MOUTHING BLACK ENGLISH

1. Which is more consistent from city to city, African American Vernacular English or the speech of white Americans?

2. Summarize the Anglicist theory of black speech origins, and why the theory eventually fell apart.  Speculate on why the theory was originally attractive to many people, and what this implies about their perception of the intelligence of Blacks.

3. Explain what the creole theory is as it regards the origins of black speech in the US.

4. List three types of music that are products of African American Vernacular culture.

5. Why has the Redbrick General Store in Springville been such a good place to conduct linguistic research?

6. Bailey and Cukor-Avila conclude that urban black speech appears to be diverging from, rather than converging with, white speech.  This is believed to be due to the great black migration to the north.  Explain why this migration is associated with divergence rather than convergence, as might have been expected.

7. Summarize why the black man quoted on page 127 believes that black men die prematurely.  How compelling do you find this explanation to be?  
8. Summarize the point of the first full paragraph on page 128 (especially that of Labov), regarding what linguists have concluded about the assertion that Black English is “merely a lazy or broken English”.

9. What larger worry or concern do the authors express on the top of page 129, regarding the meaning of seeing Black English and standard American English becoming more separate languages.

10. List several of the words from Black English that are now part of white speech.

11. Describe John Baugh’s experiment with calling on rental advertisements.  What two things can be learned from this?  Do you think this kind of thing happens much in Oregon?  Why or why not?

12. What can be learned from Dennis Preston regarding the teaching of African-American children how and especially why to use standard English?
13. Summarize Lee’s four part explanation for why so many young blacks insist on using “dialect” (meaning African American Vernacular speech).

14. Now that your conscious and subconscious have had some time to reflect on this, I would like to let you know that the explanation that the man gave for question #7 has been supported by recent scientific evidence.

